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Editor’s Note: 

Submissions from all life forms for GG Newsletter are welcomed.  Please 

send email thru the course manager at manager@glaciergreens.com.  

Also, feel free to contact any of the Advisory Committee members whose 

info can be found at the website www.glaciergreens.com. Feedback is 

always good. 

The GGGC Newsletter is published monthly...try to anyway. 

Glacier Greens opened 01 May 1971 but due to 

inclement weather, the opening ceremony was 

delayed until 15 May. Col G.H. Nichols officially 

opened the course with the ceremonial first tee 

shot on a rainy day. It was preceded by the snip-

ping of the ribbon which officially proclaimed 

Glacier Greens Golf Course open for business. It 

was a 9-hole course then. The front 9 was added 

and opened in June 1994. 

The membership dues were initially tai-

lored for regular members of the Canadian 

Armed Forces. It has obviously grown to 

include various membership categories. 

The 1971 yearly membership fees were: 

men $45.00, women $30, and married cou-

ple was $70.00. The green fees were set at 

$1.50 on weekdays and $2.00 on weekends. 

Compared to today’s prices, it was still a 

great deal for a 9-hole golf course. 

“Golf is a 

compromise between 

what your ego wants 

you to do, what 

experience tells you 

to do, and what your 

nerves let you do.” 

 

Bruce Crampton 

But then, the price of coffee at Starbucks that 

year, which coincidently is also celebrating their 

50th anniversary this year, is $0.44 a cup. 

Tried convincing management to commemorate 

the 50-year anniversary by resetting the 2021 

membership dues to reflect the 1971 prices - nice 

try, but NO.  

GGGC 

Fifty Years Ago this Month 

Crisp April morning at the 18th hole 



Rules of Golf were written without the pandemic in mind. So 

if asked how to play bunkers with no rakes, the simple an-

swer is: play it as it lies. Use your feet or clubs to smooth 

out the surface the best your can after you play a shot as a 

courtesy to the next golfer. No different pre-COVID with 

deer marks and unraked bunkers. The grounds crew do an 

exceptional job each day to keep them maintained.  Note: 

The Rules of Golf do not allow a ball to be lifted, the bunker 
to be smoothed, and the ball to be replaced.  

Before some of you get too excited and cry foul, there are 

“recommendations” from Golf Canada during the pandem-

ic which local clubs ‘may’ use by quoting already existing 

rules, with an added twist and a lawyer’s interpretation.  

Some rules geek may argue, but the bottom line is that the 

golf clubs have been given the blessing from the ruling 

body to make the call as they see fit. The club committee 

therefore can decide to make no modifications, however in 

order to avoid an uprising and stir up a riot, Glacier Greens 

will impose a “local rule” specific to not having rakes in 

bunkers (See modification options on the right). 

Based on the recommendation, Glacier Greens is adapting 

modification option #2, declaring “Ground Under Repair” 

only if the ball is in a disturbed area, allowing players to 
take free relief elsewhere in the bunker not nearer the 

hole. Do you drop or place? Relief from GUR would be 

a drop, however, try to re-create a lie which you would 

have if the area was not disturbed. Do your honest best. 

Makes one wonder why modified option #3 is only to be 

used as last resort? Perhaps logic dictates that even with a 

good lie in the bunker, there are those who will still take 

advantage and give themselves an excuse to lift-clean-

place and get a better lie...really? Who does this?  

In my opinion, (outside of winter rules) play it as it lies be-

cause it speeds up play and one can get just as bad a lie 

before the rakes were removed. Bunkers were meant to 

penalize errand shots. But if one asks what the rule is on 

bunkers with no rakes, modified local rules apply for now.  

Fun fact: some golf courses don’t have rakes, Pine Valley in 

New Jersey is one. I played a course in Jamaica and rakes 

were removed because the locals keep on stealing them. 

AC  

Remember when posting Golf Scores: 

- Check the TEE BOX used. You can set the default tee box in the “At a Glance” tab in the GC score centre site. 

- Ensure correct DATE of round played. 

- Hole-by-Hole is the preferred way of posting as it avoids max hole score (net double bogey) errors. 
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Members’ Corner: Rakes in the Sand 

BUNKERS (RULE 12)  

RECOMMENDATION – it is strongly recom-

mended that all bunker rakes be removed from 

the course and that one of the following options is 

adopted by the Committee to address the likely 

possibility of a player’s ball coming to rest in an 

unmaintained area of sand.  

No Modifications to the Rules of Golf: 

• Players can be strongly encouraged to try their 

best to smooth the disturbed area with a foot or club 

after playing their ball  

• Courses with limited play or where most players 

use a golf cart can request that each player takes a 

rake with them on the course  

Modifications under the Rules of Golf: 

1. Changing the status of bunkers to be part of 

the general area: 

 - Players will have additional relief options 

 under Rule 16 (Relief from Abnormal Course 

 Conditions) and Rule 19 (Unplayable Ball); 

 - All bunker restrictions normally in effect 

 under Rule 12 would be removed.  

2. Bunkers may be declared ‘Ground Under Re-

pair’, allowing players the option to take free 

relief outside the bunker under Rule 16.1.   

Additionally, only the disturbed areas in  

bunkers may be declared ‘Ground Under  

Repair’, allowing players to take free relief 

elsewhere in the bunker. 

3. Model Local Rule E-3 may be adopted to allow 

preferred lies in bunkers (e.g. allowing the 

ball to be placed once in the bunker within 

one club-length not nearer to the hole than 

where the ball came to rest). It is strongly rec-

ommended that the other options listed above 

are considered first, and that this option is 

only used as a last resort. 
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Limits on Handicap Index 
We are competitive by nature, some more than others 

and for those who can’t control the urge to go that extra 

distance in order to gain that inch of advantage, personal 

integrity and pride goes out the window. 

 

The World Handicap System (WHS) is not full-proof 

against those who wish to manipulate and manufacture a 

handicap designed to disguise one’s real playing ability. 

We know that any system is cheatable, nevertheless, the 

ruling bodies do their best to keep honest golfers, well, 

honest. It is a game of honour after all. An added WHS 

feature in the Golf Canada score centre website to limit 

sudden rise in posted golf scores are the soft cap and 

hard cap. I touched on it on the previous issue of the 
newsletter. Rule 5.8 on WHS’s the Rules of Handicapping 

explains as follows: 

 

Limit on Upward Movement of a Handicap Index 

There are two trigger points within the cap procedure: 

 

(i) The soft cap. The soft cap is triggered when the differ-
ence between a player’s newly calculated Handicap In-

dex and their Low Handicap Index is greater than 3.0 

strokes. When a calculated Handicap Index increase is 

greater than 3.0 strokes, the value above 3.0 strokes is 

restricted to 50% of the increase. 

(ii) The hard cap. The hard cap triggers to restrict the 
amount by which a player’s Handicap Index can increase, 

after application of the soft cap, to no more than 5.0 

strokes above their Low Handicap Index. 

 

There is no limit on the amount by which a player’s 

Handicap Index can decrease. The soft cap and hard 

cap procedures start to take effect only after the Low 

Handicap Index has been established. 

 

Recall from April newsletter that a Low Handicap In-

dex is achieved by a player during the 365-day period 
(one year) preceding the day on which the most recent 

score in the scoring record was played. Some of you 

may notice why it has taken so long for your handicap to 

go up after all those crappy rounds you just played. 

Well, refer to your “Performance Report” in the Score 
Centre website where the limits on handicap index 

movement calculations are explained. Those crappy 

rounds will eventually catch up and hopefully reflect on 

your true golfing ability. On the other hand, a non-

crappy round also known as exceptional score affects 

the handicap index sooner. 

 

Until next time...please post your scores right after each 

round (hole by hole preferably). Stay safe. 

 

AC the Club C 

Flooding comes to mind when I 

hear the word Sandbagger. 

Please replace divots and repair 

ball marks. It takes up to 3 weeks 

for greens to heal if ball marks are 

not fixed right away.  Who wants to 

putt on a bumpy, spotty, and yucky 

greens!!  Thank you. 



“You don’t have the 

game you played last 

year or last week. You 

only have today’s 

game. It may be far 

from your best, but 

that’s all you’ve 

got...” 

 

Walter Hagen 
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Name The Golf Course  
Months prior to Glacier Greens opening in May 1971, a ‘Name the Golf Course’ contest was held with the 

winner bagging a $25.00 prize. It was won by Mrs. Gooding who, unfortunately did not buy a Cadillac with her 

winnings. (Read article below. Note for the Gen-Zs and Millennials out there, notice in the photo...that office 

gadget in the background next to her is called a typewriter).  

 

Some notable entries for the competition which were not chosen included: 

• Fuddle Duddle Course 

• That GD Course (probably refers to military’s General Duties) 

• Ford’s Folley 

• Grant’s Greens 

• Pierre’s Puddles 

Although Pierre’s Puddles is apropos during winter at this golf course, the Fuddle Duddle Course would have gotten my vote. 

People would be forced to look up the word ‘duddle’ and the course would get a lot of attention.  

 

AC 
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Hello Members 

 

Spring is here and the season is in full swing 
with lots of exciting buzz at Glacier. The Men’s 
Shoot Out is underway with great participation, 
as is the Tuesday Ladies’ League and Mem-
ber’s Saturday Morning. Welcome to all the new 
members that have come to join in the events 
that have started. It is great to see everyone so 
excited to play this year. 

 

Thursdays will bring a new beat. Starting on 
May 6th is the Thursday Open House - open 
to all that wish to play. Members can play any 
time during the day and public can book tee 
times after 1:30pm. It will be a fun evening with 
regular Thursday Night games and festivities for 
all. 

 

New arrivals for stock in the shop have been coming everyday. Men’s Ping and Callaway cloth-
ing are up on the wall for your 2021 closet and the ladies can check out the hot new lines from 
Dexim and Callaway. Ecco shoes are also here to join the Foot Joy line up. 

 

Club fitting is underway with our Trackman system 
which you can book any time, and our first Demo/ Fit 
day has been set for PING on May 21. Please call the 
shop to book a time between 1 and 4pm on that day to 
get your Ping fit. Spots are filling fast so call to book. 

 

Thank you. 

The Pro Shop 

 

Pro Shop News (Circle Square Golf) 

“Golf is deceptively simple and 

endlessly complicated; it satisfies 

the soul and frustrates the intellect. 

It is at the same time rewarding 

and maddening – and it is without 

a doubt the greatest game mankind 

has ever invented.” 

 

Arnold Palmer 


