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Scotch broom is an invasive species and
serves no purpose in the ecosystem. They
look nice with their bright yellow flowers
in early May but that’s just about it.
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The plant grows quickly, crowding out
wildflower species and reducing open
habitat favoured by native birds and butterflies. The roots of the plant hold bacteria that change the soil and has a very high
oil content, making it extremely flammable.
For years Doug McArthur has led the
Glacier army of broom busters in the fight
to eradicate this species from the course
grounds. Last year’s effort was a bust (pun
intended) due to the pandemic which gave
the brooms a chance to thrive, making this
year’s task even more difficult.
Help was sought from 19 Wing personnel and the fight was on. May 14th was brutal for the busters,
attacking from the west of hole #14 working their way down the pond banks. It was an arduous battle
of cutting down thick, lush brushes.
At the end of the day, their exhausted efforts netted less than half of the brooms lining the pond. The
battle was lost but the war still rages.
The broom busters shall fight another
day.

“Most fine putters
are putters
subconsciously.
Putting is a
psychology, not a
system.”
Mickey Wright

It is well known that Doug is very
competitive and will not quit regardless. It is not over and the quest for
broom annihilation will continue. To
quote a famous General of similar
name (no relation, perhaps spelled
differently), “I shall return”.
And so continues the endless struggle
against this relentless golf course invader masked only by its spring time
beauty.
GGGC

Editor’s Note:
Submissions from all life forms for GG Newsletter are welcomed. Please send email thru the course manager at manager@glaciergreens.com. Also, feel free to contact any of the Advisory Committee members whose info can be found at the website
www.glaciergreens.com. Feedback is always good.
The GGGC Newsletter is published monthly...try to anyway.

Members’ Corner: When a Hole is not Played
Questions came up when Glacier Greens closed some holes due to maintenance or course upkeep.
Holes 14 to 16 had to be closed on 14 May due to broom-busting. For handicap purpose, golfers can
still put scores in the system by using net par scores on holes not played. Refer to the March issue of
our newsletter on the topic of Net Par.
Below excerpt from WHS - Rules of Handicapping (Explained further under Rule 3):
There are various circumstances that may result in a round not being completed and some holes not being
played. For example, due to:


Fading light or bad weather,



Player injury or illness,



A match finishing before the final hole, or



A hole being declared out of play by the Committee for maintenance or reconstruction purposes.

A score may only be used for handicap purposes if, among other things, the round has been played over at
least the minimum number of holes required for either a 9-hole or an 18-hole score to be acceptable.
Where the minimum number of holes has been completed and the reason for a player not playing a hole is
valid, the player must use the following table to produce either a 9-hole or 18-hole score:

Number of holes played

Scaling up

What score(s) to record for
holes not played

At least 7 holes

Scale up to 9-hole score

Add net par

At least 14 holes

Scale up to 18-hole score

Add net par

Notes:
1. The player’s full, unrestricted Course Handicap
should be used for all applications of net par. For
this procedure, the Course Handicap is rounded to
the nearest whole number.
2. Unless otherwise specified by the Committee,
when a player with a plus Playing Handicap is required to give strokes back to the golf course, this
commences at the hole with stroke index 18 and
works backwards.
Therefore, a player with a +3 Playing Handicap will
give strokes back to the golf course at holes with
stroke index 18, 17 and 16.
AC the club C
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Just the FAQs: A Look at Local Rules
Got a question on local golf rules or interesting query about Glacier Greens? We’d like to
hear it. May or may not publish it, but we’d still like to hear it. ;-)

Below are the latest local rules specific for Glacier Greens, in concurrence with the Official Guide to the Rules
of Golf , specifically Rules 15-18. Please refer to the guide for info on rules for basic playing procedures on
dealing with your golfing dilemmas. Site: www.randa.org/en/rog/2019/pages/the-rules-of-golf. One option is
to just ask someone who knows the rules…or think they do...

Stroke and Distance (S&D) - Adopted as a local rule and an added option as endorsed by Golf Canada, R&A and
USGA. Determine where your ball went OB or is likely to be lost. Find nearest fairway edge and drop within 2 club
lengths for S&D penalty (2 strokes). If a player decides to hit a provisional ball, then the S&D rule on the first ball is
nullified. The player may decide to use S&D rule on the provisional if that ball is also lost or went OB adding 2
more stokes. It is therefore wise to just use S&D on the first ball rather than risk of getting more penalty strokes.
S&D is recommended to improve pace of play, hence do not go back to the tee box to replay a shot. Note that the
rule is not intended for higher levels of play such as professional or elite amateur level competition.

Out Of Bounds (OB) - Boundary fencing and white stakes throughout the course, including driving range (hole
#2 and #9). Remember, no free relief if your ball is snuggled up against a boundary fence.

Penalty Area (PA) - Red stakes which are movable obstructions. The entire area beyond the red stakes on hole
#2 (right side of the green), hole #7 (back and right of the green), and hole #17 (back of the green) are deemed to
be part of the PA.

Holes with aquatic PAs - No one is stopping you from taking a dip into the water to hit the ball...just make sure
you have it on video. Ball entering the aquatic PA provides playing options:
Option 1: Point where the ball crossed the PA, 2 club lengths not nearer the hole, one stroke penalty. As
applicable to the hole, drop can also be as far back as you want on direct line to the pin (now
known as “back-on-the-line” relief, a name given in 2019 by the USGA and R&A).
Option 2: Replay the shot from original spot with applicable stroke penalty.

New Trees - Stay clear of newly planted trees marked with long stakes. Not nearer to the hole, take a drop to ensure swing, stance and line of sight relief for free. Note that there is no line of site relief from all other trees with
guard fencing and/or flagging ribbons.

Hole #15 - No play zone at the back of the green where the exotic shrubs reside. Drop zone on the grassy area to
the left of the rock wall across the cart path. Free relief of course.

Green Power Boxes and Other Permanent Man-made Fixtures - Found all over the golf course. One power
box is in the rough between holes #10 and #11 fairways. Garden ties (log) beside the 18th green is also one, as
pointed out by Bagger Dave. Free swing and stance relief not nearer the hole, but no relief for line of sight.

White and Green Stakes - Short stubby stakes used by the maintenance crew as guides or ground markers.
Please replace if you have to move them to play a shot and don’t run them over with your carts.

Orange & White Tee Markers on Fairways - Not rated and scores are not to be used for handicap purposes.
There you have it, a quick run down of the local rules. Above summarizes the areas golfers run into on a regular
basis at Glacier Greens. Relief procedures on other PAs not mentioned (including red-staked ditches, aquatic and
lateral PAs) are to be followed in accordance with the Official Guide to the Rules of Golf.
Oh, I almost forgot, no relief for ball landing on deer poop (speaking from experience and was not a pleasant outcome to say the least).
Stay safe.
AC the club C
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Please replace divots and repair ball
marks. It takes up to 3 weeks for greens
to heal if ball marks are not fixed right
away. Who wants to putt on a bumpy,
spotty, and yucky greens!! Thank you.
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Female CAF Member’s Intro to Golf Camp Jul-Aug 21
The 19 Wing Comox Totems sports program
in conjunction with CAF National Sports, Glacier Greens Golf Course and Circle Square
Golf would like to host a golf development
camp for female CAF members stationed at
19 Wing Comox. Each participant would be
required to attend four coaching sessions
held weekly over four weeks starting at the
beginning of July and continuing through the
start of August 2021.
The intent of this golf camp is to try and increase the amount of female CAF members
participating in CAF sports events with the
hope that some participants of the camp will
learn enough to compete at our local base
play-downs and potentially qualify for a Canada West Regional Championship / CAF National Championship.
Paul Wright
19 Wing Sports Coordinator
Local 8783

GOLF CAMP COVID PROTOCOLS SUMMARY
1. A maximum of 8 golfers shall be permitted to register on a first
come, first served basis. They will divided into 2 separate cohorts of
4 golfers.
2. There shall be a Tuesday cohort and a Thursday cohort to prevent
crossover between groups.
3. All coaching sessions shall take place in an outdoor, physically distanced environment that abides by all 19 Wing and Glacier Greens
COVID policies.
4. All participants shall be required to sign Glacier Greens COVID
protocols document.
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“Most players practice
until they get it right.
Great players practice
until they can’t get it
wrong.”

- Annika Sorenstam
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Handicap Index converted to Course Handicap
Remember when posting Golf Scores to always:
- Check the TEE BOX used. You can set the default tee box in the “At a Glance” tab at the GC score centre site.
- Hole-by-Hole is the preferred way of posting as it avoids max hole score (net double bogey) mistakes.
White/Blue - White tee boxes on all par 4s and Blue tee boxes on all par 3s and 5s.
Blue/White - Blue tee boxes on all par 4s and White tee boxes on all par 3s and 5s.
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